
2025 Annual Report 

Presbyterian Women in the Congregation 
Presbytery of the James, Area VII 

First Presbyterian Church 
4602 Cary Street Road 

Richmond, Virginia 23226 



2025 Annual Report 
Presbyterian Women in the Congregation	 	  
Presbytery of the James, Area VII 
First Presbyterian Church 
4602 Cary Street Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23226 

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Council 
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Moderator	 	 	 	 	 Neely Barnhardt 

Membership Chair	 	 	 	 Lisa Slattery	  

Programs Chair	 	 	 	 Mary D. Ellison	  

Recording Secretary	 	 	 	 Ellen Walk	  

Corresponding Secretary	 	 	 Susan Douglass 

Treasurer	 	 	 	 	 Belva Collins 

Historian	 	 	 	             Lynda Starr 

Faith In Action Chair	 	 	 	 Sheryl Phillips 

Nominating Chair	 	 	 	 Cynthia Hintze 

Christmas Family Sponsorship Chair		 Connie Gottwald 

Finance	 	 	 	 	 Kayla Craddock 

Honorary Life		 	 	 	 Kathy Watson 

Merry Marthas	 	 	 	 Melissa Mintz 
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                                   Circles and Bible Study 
At the center of Presbyterian Women is our Circles.  Our Circles offer a more intimate opportunity to 
engage in fellowship and Bible Study, participate with service projects, share meals, and generate 
additional activities freely.  All women of FPC Richmond are invited to visit Circle meetings and meet 
their fellow church women.  Women may join with permanent membership at any time during the 
program year. 

CIRCLE 2 meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm in local restaurants or in the 
homes of members. Circle 2 has a devotional study and supports various projects.	   

Circle Leaders:  Elizabeth Saunders and Erin Sutton 

CIRCLE 4 meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 10:00am in the FPC Chapel or in 
the homes of the members.  Members study the Horizons study book and different faith-based 

books, and support various service projects. 
Circle Leader: Kathy Watson 

CIRCLE 5 meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 10:30am in the Common Area 
Lounge on the 5th floor of Courtyard at Westminster Canterbury.  Members have Bible study 

and support various service projects. 
Circle Leader:  Cynthia Haw 

CIRCLE 6 meets on alternate months at Cedarfield Retirement Community, typically on the 
second Tuesday at 11:00 a.m.  Members gather for fellowship and Bible study. 

Circle Leaders:  Betty Harlan and Trish Carter 

CIRCLE 7 meets on the second Monday of each month at 6:30pm in the homes of members for fellowship, Bible 
study, and to support a variety of service projects.  

Circle Leaders:  Blair Chewning and Nancy Hamner 
Bible Study Leader:  Kirsten Bradley 

CIRCLE 8 meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 10:00am at FPC in Room 216.  
Members gather for fellowship, Bible study, and to support various service projects. All are 

invited to attend the Bible study regardless of membership in another Circle. 
Circle Leader:  Peggy Wright 
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2025 Fellowship at First 
Hosted by Presbyterian Women 

     
     January 12: 	 Sister stories: Two PW members shared their faith journeys. 

      
     February 4:         The Enneagram 
                                Speaker: Laura Shibut 

     March 4:             Lent 
                                Speaker: Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 

      April 8:              Exploring LBGTQ 
                                Rev. Derek Starr Redwine 
                                   
      May 7:               Presbyterian Women Annual Day 
	 	 	 	 Speaker: Cate Jobe, FPC Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
                               Honorary Life Membership recipients: Sally Brown and Rose Lane Nimmo  
      
      October 7:	 Get to Know Your Clergy 
                                Speaker: Rev. Stephanie Hamilton 

     November 11:	 When Kids Need More than Stitches 
                                     Speaker: Dr. Robin Foster, Pediatrian, founder and leader of The VCU 

Protection Team 
      

     December 7:       First Presbyterian Church Christmas Luncheon 
                                Hosted by Presbyterian Women 
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Presbyterian Women 
First Presbyterian Church 

Benevolences 
January 1st-December 31st, 2025 

Benevolences:  
Presbytery of the James 
Presbytery PW Honorary Life Memberships                                                       $0  

Other 
AlP College Scholarships                                                                              $1405 

Camp Hanover                                                                                                $985 

Christmas Families                                                                                        $1284.12 

FPC Emergency Fund                                                                                    $5481.09 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society                                                                   $250 

Red Shield Youth Center Camperships                                                           $4575 

RISC                                                                                                               $500 

STEP                                                                                                               $317.63 

Texas Community Fund                                                                                   $500 

VCU Children’s Hospital                                                                                 $250 

Total                                                                                                           $15,547.84 
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Stated Purpose of Presbyterian Women 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves: to nurture our 
faith through prayer and Bible Study, to support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and for 
peace, and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) and 
witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES IN 2024 

The Presbyterian Women (PW) of First Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia, hold membership in Area 7 
of the Presbytery of the James.  We are a dynamic group of over 200 Christian women who joyfully seek to 
grow our relationship with God and serve others in our community and beyond.  The PW Council is made up of 
21 FPC women who give their time and talent to organize circle gatherings, lead service projects, create 
programs, and so much more. 

Nurturing Our Faith 

At First Presbyterian Church there are six active Circles with regular meeting.  Led by faithful, dedicated 
women, the circle members enjoy fellowship and Bible Study while also supporting each other through joys and 
sorrows.  During the 2025 year the Circles choose a variety of different studies.  The studies included PW/
Horizons Study: Let Justice Roll Down – God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All Creation by Patricia K. Tull, 
Finding Resilience, Joy and our Identity in Christ by Rhashell Hunter, Mary by Eugene Peterson, and The 
Hardest Part by Kate Bowler. In addition to Circle studies many women participate in Church wide studies 
throughout the week to nurture their faith.  

Building Our PW Community 

The PW Coordinating Council works to communicate information to members and the congregation through the 
church website, newsletters, emails, the annual Yearbook, Circle meetings, and announcements at programs and 
Church Services.  The Moderator and Corresponding Secretary communicate to the Council special concerns, 
joys, and other requests for prayers.  This avenue of communication allows the Council members and Circle 
Leaders to act by prayer, sending cards, making visits, establishing meal trains, or other support. 

Throughout 2025 PW hosted 8 Fellowship at First programs.  The programs are open to all members of the 
congregation and guests.  Committee arranged to have a wide variety of unique events. 

                                                       Supporting the Mission of Our Church 
. 
Presbyterian Women support the Church through leadership and using their resources of time, talent, and 
treasure to support FPC Richmond’s outreach programs, PW outreach programs, and FPC members.  Currently 
more than 50% of the serving Deacons and Elders are Presbyterian Women. 
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FPC Richmond has a mission focus on four outreach programs that benefit families living in Richmond’s East 
End, an area where over 90% of families are believed to be at an economic disadvantage.  The outreach 
programs are support for Henry Marsh Elementary School (HMES), Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School 
(MLKMS), Armstrong Leadership Program, and Richmonders Involved In Strengthening our Communities 
(RISC).  Currently more than 25 PW members actively volunteer at HMES as reading buddies, classroom 
assistants, library assistants, and special programs.  PW members also tutored and mentored students and 
contributed funds for supplies to MLKMS for students with economic needs.  Each year members of FPC 
Richmond will mentor students participating in the Amstrong Leadership Program, encouraging them in their 
studies and offering support and friendship.  In June 2025 PW hosted a graduation shower for the two ALP 
students, showering them with the items needed for beginning their college careers.  Throughout the year FPC 
Richmond will package care packages of food, toiletries, and other items to support students of economic need. 

In addition to supporting the four outreach programs of FPC Richmond, PW has four additional outreach 
programs: Christmas in Action, Boys & Girl’s Club Camperships, Strategies to Educate People (STEP), and PW 
Knitting Club:   
-Through the Christmas in Action initiative PW fulfilled Christmas wish lists for 53 individuals from 15 
families.  Gifts were purchased, wrapped, and delivered by PW members for these deserving and grateful 
families. 
 -FPC was one of 19 organizations to participate with STEP Christmas Store.  Items were donated to the store 
allowing economically disadvantaged individuals the opportunity to select and purchase gifts at discounts. PW 
members supported STEP financially and also provided volunteers to staff the Christmas Store.   
  -PW financial contributions to the Salvation Army Red Shield Youth Center camp programs allowed a number 
of children to attend summer camp at Camp Rappahannock and day camp at the Red Shield Youth Center. A 
charter bus was provided by the Lally Foster (PW member) Campership Memorial Fund to transport  campers 
safely to and from Camp Rappahannock. Contributions were also made for campers to attend Camp Hanover.  
-PW Knitting Group knitted hats and prayer blankets. In addition to the completed items being available to 
church members to share they are donated to VCU Medical Center for Cancer patients and babies in the NICU.  
-PW members also actively supported our Nigerian family’s return to their homeland by purchasing iPads and 
other supplies for the six children and donating funds to purchase airline tickets and other travel expenses. 
-Additionally, contributions were made to the FPC Building Fund, FPC EmergencyFund, RISC, Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society, Texas Community Fund, VCU Children’s Hospital, Pastors’ Discretionary Fund, Little 
Hands, and the Emily Tafel Memorial Fund (FPC). 

First Presbyterian Women continued to be supportive financially to the Presbytery of the James for five of its 
foci: Church Women United, Honorary Life Memberships, Presbytery PW Mission Offering, PSCE 
Scholarships, and Presbytery Support (PW Administration). 

 7



2025 Annual Report 
Presbyterian Women in the Congregation	 	  
Presbytery of the James, Area VII 
First Presbyterian Church 
4602 Cary Street Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23226 

Continuing the Mission 

The Presbyterian Women organization at First Presbyterian Church Richmond is blessed to have a strong 
membership of Christian women with a desire to grow in relationship with God and serve the Church and 
community.  In the future, PW plans to continue and build on our current missions.  The Programs committee 
has scheduled programs with diverse topics and is promoting these programs in the Church and community.  
The PW Coordinating Council is reviewing avenues to make sure all women of the Church feel welcome to 
actively participate in studies to grow in faith and serve the mission of the Church and PW. 

                    
In Memoriam, 2024 

First Presbyterian Women in the Congregation 

Evalane Slaughter.    3/10/25 

                                                     Lucy Davis                 3/29/25 

                                                     Nancy Hill                  10/12/25 

                                                     Margie Turnbull          10/30/25 

                                                     Betty Harlan                11/25/25 

                                                     Susan Hazell                12/26/25 

Neely Barnhardt, Moderator 

                                                                                         

Lynda Starr, Historian 
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